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ABSTRACT: Architecture is a reflection of culture and ambitious of the
community, and reflects on the identity of the architects, which means that
the architectural work is the footprint of both the community and the
architect. International Pattern of architecture has dissolved this footprint,
which lead to create a barren and abstract architecture that has been wasted
in the personal identity of the architects’ work and the community. This
position was remedy through the emergence of post-modern architecture,
regarded as an attempt to address these negative aspects according to its
philosophy. This was carried out through integrating architectural spaces
and elevations with architectural elements borrowed from the traditional
architecture. This has the aim of approaching individuals by heating up
their feelings using of the traditional architecture and greatness depth of
human history. Accordingly, the research aims to investigate the criteria
for the use of traditiona architectural elements in contemporary
architecture and its role in reviving the traditional architecture. This was
done according to an adopted research methodology developed in two
approaches; the first is theoretical, dealing with general concepts in
relation to the architectural heritage and its definition and the post-modern
architecture and architects attitudes (delete ‘and’ and use within). The
second approach studied the architectural elements in the traditional
architecture, which clearly evident in the old town of Gaza city, and
accordingly examined the best standards that could be followed to ensure
the success of their application in contemporary architecture. This was
proposed to be through integrating the facades of buildings with traditional
elements in a manner that preserves the city's historic value in the old town
and does not distort contemporary existing buildings. The paper ends with
some findings and recommendations that would achieve the objectives of
the research and open the prospects for future researchers widening
potential for further research.
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